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THE YEAR THAT WAS

When Broadband India Forum began its work in 2015, India had 
roughly 60 million broadband users. Public Wi-Fi was confined largely 
to a handful of airports and railway stations. Satellite broadband for 
ordinary consumers was held back by legacy rules, and almost every 
spectrum discussion began and ended with mobile. We set ourselves a 
simple agenda: broadband for all.  
Eleven years on, India has more than 1,094 million broadband 
subscriptions, an eighteen-fold increase. That is a remarkable national 
achievement, and the credit belongs to the Government, the regulator 
and an industry that invested at great scale. Yet the goal we set 
ourselves remains some distance away. 
While mobile broadband has connected hundreds of millions, 
meaningful digital inclusion increasingly depends on high-capacity, 
reliable and affordable broadband reaching homes, schools, 
enterprises and public institutions. Fixed broadband still accounts for 
only around 48 million connections—approximately four per cent of 
total broadband subscriptions—and rural wireline penetration remains 
extremely low. As India's digital economy expands, the conversation 
must therefore move beyond connectivity alone to the quality, 
resilience and capacity of the infrastructure that supports it.
That broader vision has always guided the work of Broadband India 
Forum. Over the past year, we have continued to advocate policies that 
not only expand access, but also strengthen the foundations of India's 
digital economy—from spectrum and public Wi-Fi to satellite 
communications, subsea cables, artificial intelligence and critical 
communications.

The most significant policy milestone of the year came in January 2026 with the 
Government's decision to delicence the lower 500 MHz of the 6 GHz band for 
licence-exempt Wi-Fi and other low-power applications. This landmark decision 
places India alongside leading digital economies in enabling next-generation 
Wi-Fi and significantly expands the country's wireless broadband capacity.
For BIF, the announcement marked the culmination of several years of sustained 
engagement with policymakers, technical experts and industry stakeholders. 
Our advocacy will now, more than ever, focus on the importance of synergistic 
co-existence of IMT and Wi-Fi in the  6 GHz band to meet India's rapidly growing 
demand for affordable, high-speed connectivity. 
Public Wi-Fi also received renewed policy attention with TRAI's 2026 
consultation on public Wi-Fi.  TRAI has yet again reiterated the role of public 
Wi-Fi as a complementary layer of India's broadband infrastructure. BIF has 
consistently championed the need for PM-WANI and more emphasis on state 
support for building and propagating the business models for public Wi-Fi  
through a distributed network of entrepreneurs. The vision is simple: 'Har Shop 
Mein WANI'—transforming neighbourhood shops, cafés and kirana stores into 
micro-entrepreneurs that extend affordable broadband, one hotspot at a time.
The rules for authorisation of telecom services under the Telecommunications 
Act, 2023 were the most substantial regulatory exercise of the year. BIF 
participated extensively in each consultation, advocating a framework that 
promotes competition, encourages innovation and reduces unnecessary 
compliance burdens. Our recommendations focused on ensuring that emerging 
internet-based services are regulated appropriately, that technology-neutral 
principles remain central to implementation, and that regulatory processes 
remain proportionate for businesses of all sizes. As implementation continues, 
we remain committed to working constructively with the Government to ensure 
that the new framework supports both innovation and consumer interests.
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BUILDING CONSENSUS FOR 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

We were encouraged by the formal launch of the Digital Connectivity Infrastructure Provider (DCIP) under the 
Telecommunications (Authorisation for Telecommunication Network) Rules, 2026. The DCIP framework is expected 
to facilitate the proliferation of fixed-broadband and wireless connectivity infrastructure within buildings, thereby 
improving service quality and customer experience.  Although we advocated that IXPs should not be obliged to seek  
authorisation,  however, the final outcome of the light touch authorization framework under the Rules will enable 
wider deployment of IXPs. This will strengthen the resilience and robustness of India’s internet infrastructure by 
enabling more local traffic exchange, reducing latency, and improving overall network efficiency.
The year also saw an important moment at the meeting point of technology and law. In the proceedings before the 
Delhi High Court on the use of news content to train AI models, BIF placed before the Court the view that India's 
copyright framework should leave room for the development of artificial intelligence. In its interim order of July 2026, 
the Court declined to restrain the training of large language models and took note of the wider public interest in AI's 
growth, including for models being developed in India. The matter is still before the Court, and we will follow it with due 
respect for the judicial process. The proceedings will underscore the importance of developing policy frameworks that 
enable responsible AI innovation while safeguarding legitimate rights.

One of BIF's enduring strengths has been its ability to bring together Government, regulators, industry, academia and 
international experts to build consensus on emerging policy issues. As digital infrastructure becomes increasingly 
interconnected, such dialogue is more important than ever.
India Satcom, our flagship summit, marked its tenth edition in August 2026. Over the past decade, the conversation has 
evolved from debating the fate of satellite broadband in India to addressing issues such as direct-to-device 
communications, spectrum coexistence, satellite security and the integration of non-terrestrial networks into the 
country's broader communications ecosystem. The evolution of the conference mirrors the evolution of India's 
satellite sector itself.
Our work on subsea cables continued. In March 2025 we held India's first international conference on subsea cable 
systems. The response from Government, regulators and industry encouraged us to broaden it, and in February 2026 
it became the first Convergent Conference on Subsea Cables and Digital Cloud Infrastructure. It brought together 
DoT, TRAI and leading global and Indian companies, and we were heartened by the Chairman of TRAI's kind words on 
how quickly the conference had evolved. As India seeks to position itself as a global digital and AI hub, these assets –  
subsea connectivity, cable landing stations, cloud infrastructure and data centre, are becoming strategic national 
infrastructure that requires coordinated policy attention.
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We felt the need early for a dedicated platform on 
critical communications: the networks that public 
safety agencies, disaster response teams, utilities and 
transport systems depend on when everything else 
fails. After holding the 1st Mission Critical 
Communications India Conference in 2025, we held 
its second edition in September 2026, bringing 
together the agencies that run these networks, 
standards bodies and industry. Advancing this was an 
effort towards realizing our partnership with “The 
Critical Communications Association”. 
Beyond these flagship initiatives, we convened 
discussions on private 5G networks, evolving 
intermediary regulations and other emerging 
technology issues, reflecting the growing 
convergence of telecommunications, digital 
infrastructure and artificial intelligence.  At the India 
AI Impact Summit, we contributed to discussions on 
sustainable digital infrastructure and responsible AI, 
highlighting the critical role of data centres, energy 
efficiency, cloud infrastructure and enabling policy 
frameworks in supporting India's AI ambitions. 
Alongside our regular interactions with the 
Department of Telecommunications, TRAI, MeitY and 
the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, we also 
engaged with the Ministry of Power, Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways, Ministry of Education, 
DPIIT and various State Governments. This widening 
engagement reflects an important reality: digital 
infrastructure policy today extends well beyond the 
telecom sector and increasingly intersects with 
energy, transport, manufacturing, education and 
industrial policy.

The country must continue strengthening fixed 
broadband and public Wi-Fi so that every home, 
school, enterprise and community can benefit from 
reliable, high-capacity connectivity. Equally 
important is the digital backbone that most users 
never see—subsea cables, cable landing stations, 
satellite gateways, cloud infrastructure and data 
centres—which increasingly determine India's 
competitiveness in the global digital economy.
Building trusted and resilient digital infrastructure 
will require continued investment in cybersecurity, 
critical communications and responsible artificial 
intelligence. At the same time, regulatory 
frameworks must remain simple, transparent and 
technology-neutral so that innovation can flourish 
without compromising public interest.
What distinguishes Broadband India Forum is the 
diversity of its membership. Telecommunications 
operators, technology companies, satellite providers, 
equipment manufacturers, cloud service providers, 
start-ups and global digital companies come together 
on a common platform to develop evidence-based, 
technology-neutral policy recommendations. That 
diversity of perspectives enables us to engage 
constructively with policymakers while contributing 
to informed public debate on the future of India's 
digital ecosystem.
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Despite the important progress achieved this year, several 
policy issues remain unresolved and will continue to 
require sustained attention.
India's roadmap for the 5.9 GHz band remains an important 
priority as connected and intelligent transport systems 
continue to evolve. Similarly, the timely notification of 
network authorisation rules for  satellite earth station 
gateways will play an important role as commercial 
satellite broadband services expand across the country.
BIF will also continue its advocacy on the coexistence of 
Wi-Fi and IMT applications in the upper 6 GHz band as 
undertaken by OfCom in the UK, rationalisation of levies 
affecting fixed broadband deployment, wider adoption of 
PM-WANI, and balanced, technology-neutral regulatory 
approaches for digital platforms and artificial intelligence.

None of our work would have been possible without the 
confidence and active participation of our members. I 
extend my sincere gratitude to our Chairperson, Ms. 
Aruna Sundararajan, the Executive  Council, 
Government ministries, regulators and our many 
institutional partners for their continued guidance and 
collaboration. I also thank the BIF Directorate, whose 
dedication and professionalism continue to strengthen 
the Forum's contribution to India's policy landscape.

These issues may appear diverse, but they are 
connected by a common principle: India's digital 
future will depend upon regulatory frameworks 
that encourage innovation, remain 
proportionate in their requirements and create 
confidence for long-term investment.

Our first decade taught us the value of 
persistence. As we begin the second, we hope 
to be as quick to take up new questions as we 
have been steady in pursuing the old ones.



II.  SUMMARY OF THE KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF BIF’S ACTIVITIES AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE THE LAST AGM HELD IN OCTOBER 2025, FOR QUICK 
REFERENCE:

   15 NOVEMBER 2025
BIF organized a panel discussion at the Digital Citizen Summit 2025 on “Policy Pathways for Trusted and Responsible 
AI through Data Governance” held at T-Hub in Hyderabad. 

   27-28 NOVEMBER 2025
BIF played a key role in organizing India Internet Governance Forum 2025 and hosted two panel discussions as part of 
the Forum. First, a panel discussion along with CUTS International on “Building Trust in Synthetic Media through 
Responsible Innovation & Governance”, which was an official Pre-Summit Event in the lead up to the AI Impact Summit 
2026 and secondly hosted a panel discussion along with The Dialogue on “Balancing AI Innovation and Copyright: 
Global Lessons for India’s Digital Future”. 

   12 DECEMBER 2025
BIF partnered with Primus Partners for the launch of the 2nd Report in the series: “Empowering Small Businesses 
through Digital Advertising” at New Delhi. 

   16 DECEMBER 2025
BIF partnered with The Quantum Hub and Digital Empowerment Foundation to organize a Roundtable, as an official 
Pre-Summit Event of the India AI Impact Summit, on the theme “Empowering Through AI: Unlocking Accessible 
Innovation Through Responsible Governance.” 

   16 & 17 FEBRUARY 2026
During the AI Impact Summit 2026, BIF organised two sessions at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi- a Panel Discussion 
on “The Sustainable Digital Infrastructure Accord (SDIA): Driving Sustainability of AI Infrastructure in the Asia-Pacific 
Region” in collaboration with Asia Pacific Data Centre Association (APDCA), Singapore, and a Panel Discussion on “AI 
Compute beyond GPUs: Building Resilience, Innovation & Efficiency through Democratizing AI Resources” in 
collaboration with Koan Advisory Group.

   24 FEBRUARY 2026
BIF organised the 1st Convergent Conference on Subsea Cables and Digital Cloud Infrastructure on the theme 
“Connecting Continents, Scaling Digital Cloud”. Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti, Chairman, TRAI was the Chief Guest at the 
Conference. The event saw participation from senior government officials, regulators and industry leaders.

   9 APRIL 2026
BIF organized a Digital Dialogue on “Understanding the Draft IT Rules”, bringing together leading voices from across 
the digital ecosystem to deliberate on the evolving regulatory landscape and its implications for India’s digital journey. 

   21 APRIL 2026
BIF organized a Roundtable Discussion on “International Spectrum Rules” in New Delhi, bringing together 
stakeholders from Government, industry, academia and the satellite ecosystem to deliberate on key spectrum-related 
issues in the lead-up to WRC-27. 
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     17 AUGUST 2026
BIF organised an invite-only CXO Roundtable on 
Satellite Communications in New Delhi as part of the 
10th India Satcom 2026. Dr. Pawan Goenka, 
Chairman, IN-SPACe, graced the Roundtable as the 
Chief Guest, while the discussion was moderated by  
Dr. Revathy, Joint Wireless Adviser, WPC Wing, DoT. 
The Roundtable brought together senior industry 
leaders to deliberate on viable deployment models 
for satellite broadband, affordability, terminal costs, 
indigenous manufacturing, D2D/NTN evolution and 
the regulatory and policy measures to support the 
growth of India’s Satcom ecosystem.

    18 AUGUST 2026
BIF organized the 10th edition of India Satcom 2026 
on the theme “Satcom: Enabler for Digital Inclusivity 
and Transformation”. Prof. Abhay Karandikar, 
Member, NITI Aayog, graced the occasion as the Chief 
Guest. The Conference brought together senior 
policymakers, Government representatives, 
regulators and industry leaders to deliberate on the 
evolving role of satellite communications in 
strengthening India’s digital infrastructure and 
expanding inclusive connectivity. 

    2–3 SEPTEMBER 2026
BIF, in association with the Critical Communications 
Association (TCCA), organized the 2nd edition of 
Critical Communications India 2026. Shri Anil Kumar 
Lahoti, Chairman, TRAI graced the Conference as the 
Chief Guest. The event brought together senior 
representatives from Government, regulators, public 
safety and disaster management agencies, standards 
organisations and the mission-critical 
communications industry from India and abroad to 
deliberate on strengthening India’s Public Protection 
and Disaster Relief communications framework.

    16 JUNE 2026
BIF organized an invite-only Roundtable 
Discussion on “From Access to Accountability: 
Rethinking Child Safety in the Digital Age”. The 
Roundtable was graced by Dr. Sanjeev Sharma, Member 
Secretary, NCPCR as the Chief Guest and brought 
together stakeholders from industry, psychiatry and civil 
society to deliberate on online child safety and meaningful 
digital participation.

    18 JUNE 2026
BIF organized its World Wi-Fi Day Conference 2026 on 
the theme “Unlocking 6 GHz: Powering India’s Next Wireless 
Leap”, bringing together senior Government officials from 
DoT and industry leaders to deliberate on India’s 
broadband connectivity, Public Wi-Fi ecosystem and 
future-ready 6 GHz spectrum roadmap.
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    6 NOVEMBER 2025
BIF organized a Special Felicitation event for Mr. Ram 
Mohan, technology leader, on his being inducted into 
the Internet Hall of Fame for his contribution towards 
bringing the .IN domain registry to life and introducing 
.BHARAT in 22 Indian languages.

    12 NOVEMBER 2025
BIF was the Knowledge Partner for the 11th Cloud & 
Data Centre India 2025, organized by Bharat 
Exhibitions at Le Meridien, New Delhi. Brig. Anil 
Tandan, DG, BIF delivered the Context Setting Address 
during the inaugural session. The event also saw 
participation from leading industry members, including 
members of BIF.

    6 FEBRUARY 2026
BIF was the Knowledge Partner for the Bharat Private 
5G Networks Summit organised in Mumbai. Brig. Anil 
Tandan, DG, BIF delivered the Introductory Address 
during the inaugural session on “Shaping Bharat’s Private 
5G Future: Policy Frameworks, Spectrum Opportunities & 
Intelligent FWA-Driven Broadband”. Mr. Debashish 
Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, BIF also participated as a 
panellist and shared BIF’s perspectives on private 5G 
policy and enterprise adoption.

    11 APRIL 2026
BIF was the Knowledge Partner for the 3rd Bharat 
Digital Healthcare Summit held on the theme “Digital 
Healthcare 2.0: Where AI Meets Care”. The Summit 
brought together healthcare leaders, policymakers, 
hospital CXOs, technology innovators and AI pioneers 
to discuss the future of AI-powered and patient-centric 
healthcare delivery in India. 

    22 MAY 2026
BIF was the Knowledge Partner for Bharat 6G 2026, 
held in New Delhi. Brig. Anil Tandan, DG, BIF delivered 
the Introductory Address during the Inaugural Session 
on “Bharat 6G Vision: Shaping India’s Leadership in the 
Global 6G Era”. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, 
BIF also participated as a panellist at the event. 

    24 JUNE 2026
BIF was the Knowledge Partner for the 4th Broadband 
India Summit 2026, held in Mumbai. Brig. Anil Tandan, 
DG, BIF delivered the Introductory Address during the 
Inaugural Session and was also the moderator for the 
session on “Next-Gen Connectivity: AI-Driven Networks, 
5G Infrastructure and the Future of Digital Bharat”. In 
addition, Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, BIF 
participated as a panellist on the “Role of Satcom in 
Bridging the Digital Divide”.

    21 AUGUST 2026
BIF was the Knowledge Partner for the 4th Safe City & 
Intelligent Mobility India Summit 2026 held in New 
Delhi. Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General, BIF 
participated in the inaugural session themed “AI-Driven 
Safety and Intelligent Mobility for Next-Gen Cities” and 
moderated the panel discussion on 
“Vehicle-to-Everything (V2X): Powering the Next 
Generation of Connected, Intelligent & Safe Mobility.”

    23 SEPTEMBER 2026
BIF was the Knowledge Partner for the launch of the 
policy white paper titled “Incidental Accessibility: How 
Mainstream Consumer Technology Is Expanding 
Accessibility in India”, organised by The Quantum Hub 
(TQH) in New Delhi. The event brought together 
representatives from Government, persons with 
disabilities, technology companies, disability-rights 
organisations, academia and the research community.

III. OTHER KEY EVENTS & ENGAGEMENTS: BIF COHOSTED AND PARTICIPATED IN 
A NUMBER OF EVENTS DURING THE PERIOD (FROM OCTOBER 2025 TO 
SEPTEMBER 2026)
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IV. BIF WAS ALSO INVITED TO IMPORTANT MEETINGS ORGANISED BY

TRAI, DOT, MOHUA, MEITY, DOS, MOF AND MIB:
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Participated in the Stakeholder Advisory Committee for Internet Service Providers (ISPs) & Infrastructure 
Providers (IPs). 
Participated in consultations on implementation of the Telecommunications (Right of Way) Rules, 2024.
Contributed to discussions on Ease of Doing Business reforms under the Telecommunications Act.
Participated in Bharat 6G Mission Apex Council meetings & Review of Bharat 6G Alliance Meetings. 
Contributed to discussions on the SASCI Scheme – an Incentive Scheme for the States for implementation of 
DoT guidelines on Right of Way. 
Participated in meetings on Single Tower – Multiple Utilities (STMU) to discuss the effective utilisation of 
telecom towers for supporting multiple use cases, including Wi-Fi.
Participated in the meetings of the Working Group for preparation of the Technical Report on “Interworking 
and Integration of Terrestrial Network with Non-Terrestrial Networks (NTN)”.
Led a delegation of BIF’s FTTX & IBS Committee to meet with Advisor (QoS), TRAI and Joint Secretary (T), 
DoT on Digital Connectivity Infrastructure Providers (DCIPs) and in-building solutions.
Participated in ITU-R, ITU-T and ITU-D National Working Groups.
Participated in NCCS stakeholder consultation on the proposed Graded Security Certification Scheme for 
OEMs.
Participated in TEC Working Groups on matters relating to development and review of standards and 
Generic Requirements, including:

DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA (TRAI)

Wi-Fi Offloading technology
5G Core
NTN Integration
WLAN Interworking Gateways/Network Functions in 4G/5G 
Systems,
AP-STA for Licensed mmWave band
eNodeB/5G NSA
Metaverse & its use cases
Convergence & Broadcasting
Conformity Assessment & Certification of Telecom Equipment 
IR for terrestrial transmission of broadcasting channels to DPOs

Participated in Open House Discussions on:

Continued engagement on QoS and Digital Connectivity 
Infrastructure.

Auction of Radio Frequency Spectrum in the Frequency Bands 
Identified for International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT)
Regulatory Framework for Vehicle-to-Everything (V2X) 
Communication
Proliferation of Public Wi-Fi Networks in India

Organised stakeholder delegation meeting with the Secretary 
MeitY on the Draft IT Amendment Rules relating to Synthetically 
Generated Information.
Participated in multiple closed-door consultations chaired by the 
Secretary, MeitY on:

Proposed acceleration of the DPDP Framework 
IT Amendment Rules 
Synthetic Media 
Bot accounts and online misinformation 

MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS &
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (MEITY)
Digital Policy & AI



1. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG spoke at a Panel Discussion on “SatCom – Policy & Ecosystem 
Enablement” at the India Mobile Congress on 8 October 2025. 

2. Mr. Atul Jain, Director – Technology & Standards, BIF made a presentation on “Positioning India as a Global 
Data Center Powerhouse: Strategic Policy Initiatives” at the 8th Annual Data Centres in India Conference 
organised by India Infrastructure Publishing Pvt. Ltd. in New Delhi on 15 October 2025.

3. Senior representatives from the BIF Directorate participated in a Roundtable organised by Koan Advisory on 
“From Shore to Core: Building Secure and Resilient Subsea Networks” on 16 October 2025. 

4. Representatives from the BIF Directorate participated in the Roundtable hosted by The Dialogue on “Draft IT 
Amendment Rules 2025: Navigating Practical Pathways for Synthetic-Content Labelling in India” on 30 October 
2025. 

5. Ms. Ashika V and Ms. Shubhika H. Goel from the BIF Directorate participated in MediaNama’ s event on “Draft 
IT Amendment Rules: Regulating for Deepfakes in India” on 5 November 2025. 
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MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
& BROADCASTING

Participated in stakeholder consultation on Guidelines 
for Accessibility of Content on Platforms of Publishers 
of Online Curated Content (OTT Platforms) for 
Persons with Hearing and Visual Impairment under 
the chairmanship by Shri C. Senthil Rajan, Jt. Secy, 
MIB. 

MINISTRY OF POWER

Participated in discussions on the National Electricity 
Policy and issues affecting telecom towers and data 
centres.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

Made Representations to the Department of School 
Education & Literacy and CIET-NCERT on:

NITI AAYOG

Digital Education Curriculum
ICT Infrastructure in Schools
Recommendations on mandatory digital education 

Participated in Jan Vishwas consultations on:

Deregulation of Telecommunications Sector
Deregulation of the IT Laws 

V. BIF’S SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM WAS INVITED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND 
VARIOUS INDUSTRY FORUMS TO PARTICIPATE AS SPEAKERS:



6. Mr. Atul Jain attended the ITU-TRAI Workshop on Performance, Quality of Service & Quality of Experience 
held in Bhubaneswar on 4 December 2025. 

7. Mr. Arun Mukarji and Ms. Shubhika H Goel participated in the USI-Koan Roundtable on “Trust and Resilience: 
Aligning Cybersecurity with AI Systems for India”, held in New Delhi on 9 December 2025. 

8. Ms. Ashika V, Director attended the launch of the Women in Digital Economy Network (WiDEN) hosted by The 
Quantum Hub on 11 December 2025.
 
9. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl DG spoke at a Panel Discussion on “Industry expectations from ITU 
Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-26)” as part of the two-day workshop organised for the Orientation of LSA 
Officers for ITU PP-26 on 17 December 2025. 

10. Representatives from BIF attended the webinar on the Amended BharatNet Programme – “GPs and Villages 
Level Architecture – Improvements Planned and Challenges”, organised by the National Communications 
Academy-T, DoT, on 31 December 2025.

11. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in a panel discussion on “AI & Copyright” organised by The 
Quantum Hub and Khaitan & Co.

12. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, BIF participated in the USISPF Leadership Dialogue on “AI in Defence: 
Applications, Infrastructure, & Trust”.

13. Mr. Arun Mukarji attended the International E-waste Exchange Study Tour organised by the ITU Area Office 
& Innovation Centre in Delhi, in partnership with the Department of Telecommunications, under the project 
“International Exchange Initiative on Regulating E-waste and Engaging Tech Companies – Creating a Circular 
Economy for Electronics”.

14. Brig. Anil Tandan, DG, BIF participated as an eminent panelist in the Opening Panel at the 33rd Convergence 
India Expo 2026 on 23 March 2026. He spoke at the session themed “6G, AI & Quantum: Shaping the Intelligent 
Future of Connectivity”, highlighting the growing significance of next-generation technologies in shaping a robust 
and intelligent digital ecosystem.

15. Brig. Anil Tandan, DG, BIF was invited to the TRAI Foundation Day Celebrations on 25 February 2026, where 
he addressed senior Government officials and industry leaders on “Network Slicing and Net Neutrality” and 
thereafter participated in a panel discussion on the same subject along with representatives from Jio and Ericsson

16. Mr. Atul Jain from the BIF Directorate spoke at Municipalika 2026, the 18th edition of India’s international 
exhibition and conference on Safe, Smart and Sustainable City Solutions, on the theme of “Digital Governance”.

17. Mr. Arun Mukarji from the BIF Directorate attended the 5th Merchants Day Conference, organised by the 
Merchant Payments Alliance of India, on 24 March 2026.

18. Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General, BIF was invited as the Guest of Honour at the Mobile Ecosystem Forum’s 
Leadership Forum India 2026, where he delivered the opening keynote on the theme “India at Scale: The Blueprint 
for Global Mobile Innovation”.
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19. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in a Roundtable Discussion on “Women and Children’s 
Online Safety” organised by The Quantum Hub in association with YouTube.

20. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, BIF participated as a speaker in the webinar organised by the IEEE 
Standards Association on “Ubiquitous Connectivity – Fundamental Pillar of Rural Communication” on 9 April 
2026.

21. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V attended the Open House Discussion on “IT Rules and Future of Online 
Speech in India”, organised by MediaNama on 23 April 2026. 

22. Brig. Anil Tandan, DG, BIF participated as a speaker at “The Open Forum” organised by YouTube on 30 April 
2026.

23. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in a Roundtable Discussion on Age Verification and 
Restricting Social Media for Children, organised by MediaNama on 15 May 2026.

24. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, BIF and Mr. Atul Jain attended the Roundtable on “Advancing 
Commercial Leadership in Secure and Trusted Subsea Cables Network”, organised by Koan Advisory Group in 
partnership with the USIBC on 29 May 2026.

25. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, BIF and Mr. Atul Jain participated in the IN-SPACe event held in 
Ahmedabad on 10–11 June 2026 and spoke during the Industry Break-Out Session on the role of Satcom in 
boosting the economic growth of the country.

26. Mr. Atul Jain made a presentation titled “Optical Fiber as the Foundational Driver/Enabler for India’s $1 
Trillion Digital Economy” at the 16th Annual Conference on OFC Networks in India on 25 June 2026.

27. Mr. Arun Mukarji participated in the online Global Workshop on “Accelerating Circular Economy in India’s 
Telecom Sector” organised by NCA-T, DoT, in association with the EU-India Resource Efficiency and Circular 
Economy Initiative (EU-I RECEI), on 25 June 2026.

28. Mr. Atul Jain attended the announcement event of the I-2SEA submarine cable system, organised by 
Lightstorm in Hyderabad on 30 June 2026.

29. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in the Roundtable Discussion on DPDA 
Operationalization, organised by DSCI on 30 June 2026. 

30. Mr. Arun Mukarji participated in the hybrid workshop on “ISP Regulation / PM-WANI vs. Centralized 
Architecture” organised by NCA-T on 2 July 2026.

31. Brig. Anil Tandan, DG, BIF participated as a speaker at TTDD 2026 on 10 July 2026, sharing a partner 
perspective on the Conference theme “Shaping the Next Decade of Telecommunications: 6G Standards, Systems 
and Cross-Sector Synergies.”

32. Mr. Arun Mukarji made a presentation on PM-WANI for Public Wi-Fi at the APAC Forum Webinar organised 
by the Wireless Broadband Alliance (WBA) on 20 July 2026.
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33. Mr. Atul Jain participated as a speaker at the session on “Data Centre Interconnect: Backbone for AI and 
Cloud Scale” held on 21 July 2026.

34. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in the MediaNama Roundtable Discussion on “Age 
Verification and Restricting Social Media for Children” on 31 July 2026.

35. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel participated in the Pacta Consultation on the RPwD Amendment Rules on 10 August 
2026.

36. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in The Dialogue’s Roundtable Discussion and Paper 
Launch on “Building a Competitive AI Ecosystem in India” on 19 August 2026.

37. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in “Closing the Loop”, organised by Snap in association 
with YLAC, on 15 September 2026.

38. Mr. Atul Jain participated as speaker in the closed-door Roundtable on “Building India’s Data Centre 
Ecosystem”, organised by The Dialogue at the India International Centre, New Delhi, on 16 September 2026.

39. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel and Ms. Ashika V participated in Roundtable Discussion on “Functional Taxonomy of AI 
Value Chain Actors” on 18 September 2026.

40. Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, BIF participated as a panelist at the Report Launch on Incidental 
Accessibility & Inclusive Technology Showcase held on 23 September 2026.

VI. RESEARCH REPORTS & PUBLICATIONS

A Report on “Empowering Small Businesses through Digital 
Advertising” was released in collaboration with Primus 
Partners and the Institute for Competitiveness. 

A White Paper on “FSOC & LiFi: Alternative Technologies 
for Rural Connectivity” was published by BIF’s Rural Digital 
Initiative Committee. 

A White Paper entitled “PM WANI: The Foundation for 
India’s Digital Public Infrastructure” was released at the 
World Wi-Fi Day Conference 2026. 

A White Paper entitled “D2D – The Direct Line for Orbit to 
Device Integration” was released at India Satcom 2026. 

A White Paper entitled “Trusted from Space to Ground: 
Cybersecurity for India’s Satcom Networks” was released at 
India Satcom 2026.
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A new Committee called “Trust and Safety Committee” has 
been constituted under the Chairmanship of Ms. Shweta Singh, 
Airtel and Co-Chair: Ms. Natasha Jog, Meta.

Ms Pragya Misra of Open AI accepted the position of Co- Chair 
of the ICAG Committee.

Mr. Sumit Garg, Founder and CEO, Immunity Networks 
accepted the post of Co-Chair for the Wi-Fi Committee.
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VII. MEMBERS, ADVISORS, AND 
DIRECTORATE:

VIII. COMMITTEE UPDATES:

IX. NEW PROJECTS & 
PARTNERSHIPS

XI. PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

New members who joined the BIF family:
a. Corporates: NEC 
b. Startups: Airspan 

Mr. Ashwani Rana, Co-Founder, BIF, assumed the role of 
Co-Founder & Executive Vice President of BIF wef 01 Oct 
2026.

BIF continued its collaboration with Primus Partners for the 2nd year of the Report and Study on Digital Advertising 
and Small Businesses. 

BIF collaborated with the Asia Pacific Data Centre Association (APDCA) on initiatives relating to sustainable digital 
infrastructure, including the Sustainable Digital Infrastructure Accord (SDIA) for the Asia-Pacific region.

Glimpses of the nature of media coverage received throughout the FY is provided in the BIF in Media section.

XII. SOCIAL MEDIA: 
BIF effectively leveraged its digital and social media platforms to enhance engagement with members and 
stakeholders. The Forum’s online presence grew steadily, with increasing traction and followership. Regular updates 
on BIF’s initiatives and events were shared through these channels, strengthening its outreach and visibility.

X. ARTICLES AND INTERACTIONS FOR 
ADVOCACY AND CREATING AWARENESS:

A wide range of authored articles and interaction-based news 
features were published in leading mainstream and trade media 
outlets during the period under review. These pieces addressed 
key issues and critical aspects of India’s broadband and digital 
ecosystem. The objective of these articles has been to promote 
the vision of ubiquitous, affordable, and accessible broadband 
services across the country in a technology-neutral, 
service-neutral, and inclusive manner. These efforts further 
strengthened BIF’s positioning and credibility as a leading think 
tank with a knowledgeable, unbiased, and forward-looking 
approach toward technology and its benefits for citizens. Please 
refer to the Articles & Interviews section for details.



XIII. NEWSLETTER: 
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During the year, BIF launched “BIF TMT Pulse”, a fortnightly news brief 
designed to provide Members and stakeholders with a concise overview of 
important developments across the telecom, media and technology 
ecosystem. The newsletter brings together key policy, regulatory and 
industry developments, along with relevant updates across areas such as 
telecom and spectrum, broadcasting, digital infrastructure, emerging 
technologies, AI, cybersecurity and digital governance. It has been 
conceived as a regular knowledge-sharing initiative to help Members stay 
abreast of developments of relevance to BIF’s work and the wider TMT 
sector. 

XIV. ACCOUNTS: 

Necessary extracts of the Society’s Audited Statement of Accounts for the 
Financial Year 2025–2026 have been circulated to all Members prior to the 
Annual General Meeting.

I wish to place on record my sincere appreciation to the Chairperson for her 
leadership, and to all Members, Advisors, and Associates of BIF for their 
continued support and active engagement. 

I also extend my gratitude to the Executive Council and Office Bearers for 
their guidance, commitment and valuable contributions to the Forum’s 
initiatives and achievements during the year. 

Special acknowledgment is due to the BIF Directorate, a small yet highly 
dedicated and dynamic team, for their professionalism and tireless efforts 
in advancing the objectives of the Forum. 

I convey my best wishes to the Forum and its Members for continued 
success and reaffirm my commitment to extending full support and 
participation in all future activities of the Society. 

T.V. Ramachandran,
President





Policy Advocacy Initiatives

Provided detailed comments on the following Draft Rules made available for public consultation:

• Draft Telecommunications (Authorisation for Provision of Main Telecommunication Services) Rules, 2025

• Draft Telecommunications (Authorisation for Provision of Miscellaneous Telecommunication Services) 

Rules, 2025

• Draft Telecommunications (Authorisation for Captive Telecommunication Services) Rules, 2025

• Draft Telecommunications (Regulation of Restructuring or Acquisition of Authorised Entities) Rules, 2025

• Draft Telecommunications (Migration) Rules, 2025

• Draft Telecommunications (Authorisation for Telecommunication Network) Rules, 2025

• Draft Telecommunications (Sharing, Trading and Leasing of Spectrum) Rules, 2025

• Submitted suggestions to DoT on TRAI's "Recommendations on the Terms and Conditions of Network 

Authorisations to be Granted under the Telecommunications Act, 2023."

• Wrote to DoT to push for adoption of TRAI Recommendations on DCIP Authorization under the 

Telecommunications Act, 2023.

• Highlighted concerns regarding wireless deployment by property managers to DoT on the TRAI 

Recommendations on Network Authorization. 

• Wrote to DoT and IN-SPACe requesting exemption of Cloud Hosted Telecom Network (CTN) providers from 

licensing/authorisation obligations proposed under Section 50 of the Draft Network Service Authorisation 

Rules.

FY 2025-26

Telecom Rules, Regulatory
Framework & Standards01

AUTHORISATION REGIME UNDER THE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT, 2023: 

NETWORK & SERVICE AUTHORISATION — RELATED SUBMISSIONS:
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• Provided comments and strongly advocated against certain 

sections of the Draft Telecommunications (Telecom Cyber 

Security) Amendment Rules, 2025.

• Made detailed submissions to DoT and TRAI on the SIM 

Binding Directive issued to Telecom Identifier User Entities 

(TIUEs), raising technical, practical, and legal concerns.

• Raised concerns on Public Interest, Security and Privacy 

grounds regarding certain provisions of the Draft 

Telecommunications (User Identification) Rules, 2025.

CYBER SECURITY & USER IDENTIFICATION:

• Wrote to MeitY requesting that in-country testing and 

certification of ITSAR security requirements not be 

mandated for consumer electronic products, viz. mobile 

phones and hybrid Set Top Boxes.

• Submitted comments on PPP-MII Orders as applicable to 

terrestrial broadband equipment (wireless and wireline) and 

to nascent-sector satellite broadband equipment and user 

devices (UEs).

• Submitted comments to TEC on the Draft GR on "Wi-Fi over 

mmWave (n257, n258) Technology (WoMT) Access Point 

(WoMT-AP) and Station (WoMT-STA)."

• Submitted a response to the Amendment to TEC Standard 

13016:2023 for Specific Absorption Rate (SAR) for Wireless 

Communication Devices used in close proximity to the 

human body.

• Wrote to Hon'ble MoC flagging concern regarding possible 

EMF radiation impact on human health from a proposal for 

higher EIRP in the draft GR on AP-STA for the licensed 

mmWave band, raised at the TEC Manufacturer's Forum 

Meeting (26 September 2025).

EQUIPMENT STANDARDS & CERTIFICATION:
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VEHICLE-TO-VEHICLE (V2V/CV2X) SPECTRUM IN 5.9 GHZ BAND:

Satellite Communications
(Satcom)02

Spectrum Policy03

• Engaged with DoT on several issues related to the TRAI's Recommendation on the method of 

assignment and pricing of satellite spectrum  for certain satellite-based commercial communication 

services.

• Requested DoT for expeditious in-principle clearance and other approvals required for the launch of 

satellite networks and for expediting the finalisation of Satellite Earth Station Gateway Guidelines 

several times over the year.

• Submitted comments on the Draft Guidelines for grant of NOC to a Unified Licensee holding GMPCS 

or Commercial VSAT CUG service authorisation, for use of its earth station gateway established in 

India by a telecom service provider authorised for services outside India.

• Made several requests to Hon’ble MoC highlighting the mandatory requirement for a separate 

authorisation for Satellite-based Telecommunication Services, and requested review of the Draft 

Telecommunication Rules for Main Services Authorisation.

• Wrote to IN-SPACe highlighting the need to promote ease of doing business and enhance 

affordability in the Satcom sector.

• Submitted strong Comments and Counter Comments as well as Post-OHD Comments to the TRAI CP 

on “Framework for Satellite Communication Network (SCN) Authorisation & Assignment of 

Spectrum to SCN Providers”. 

• Made several submissions to the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways and to Ministry of 

Communications highlighting the urgent need to delicense 30 MHz in the 5.9 GHz band for V2V 

(CV2X) applications. This band has subsequently been delicensed.
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Interconnection, Tariff &
Quality of Service04

• Submitted comments on TRAI's Pre-Consultation Paper on Review of Existing Interconnection 

Regulations/Interconnection Matters.

• Submitted comments on TRAI's Pre-Consultation Paper on Review of Tariff for Domestic Leased 

Circuits (DLCs).

• Submitted comments on TRAI Consultation Paper on "Review of Existing TRAI Regulations on 

Interconnection Matters".

• Made a submission to TRAI on the need for multi-sourced, near-real-time measurement of QoS in 

India, and made a presentation on the same before the Chairman, TRAI.

6 GHZ BAND DELICENSING:

• Wrote to the Wireless Advisor requesting an extension of timelines for enabling ETA (Equipment 

Type Approval) for products supporting lower 6 GHz frequencies in legacy/existing models after the 

delicensing of 6GHz spectrum in Jan 2026.

• Made submissions to Hon'ble MoC on India's position on the Upper 6 GHz band ahead of the 2nd APT 

Conference Preparatory Group for WRC-27, advocating for a policy framework similar to Ofcom’s 

that enables harmonious coexistence between Wi-Fi and IMT in the Upper 6 GHz band.

OTHER SPECTRUM MATTERS:

• Participated in the TRAI Consultation on “Assignment of Microwave Spectrum in the 6 GHz (lower), 7 

GHz, 13 GHz, 15 GHz, 18 GHz, and 21 GHz bands, E-Band, and V-Band.” Subsequently have written to 

DoT to expedite the approval of the TRAI Recommendations.

• Participated in the TRAI Consultation  on "Auction of Radio Frequency Spectrum in the Frequency 

Bands Identified for IMT". Subsequently have written to DoT to expedite the approval of the TRAI 

recommendations permitting separate spectrum assignment for smaller ISPs, M2MSPs & CNPNs.
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Digital Infrastructure05

• Wrote to Hon'ble MoC, and senior officials at DoT requesting a waiver of license fee on fixed-line 

broadband services.

• Made a request for expansion of the PMGDISHA scheme to help create demand for fixed-line 

broadband in rural areas.

• Made a request in the SAC for Digital Education to be mandated in a phased manner at all levels in 

School Education system for utilisation of BharatNet, starting from Sr. Secondary level. This point was 

accepted and several meetings have been conducted thereafter with MoE & NCERT, under the 

leadership of DoT. BIF was part of all these meetings.

FIXED-LINE BROADBAND:

• Requested DoT's intervention on the continued levy of property tax on telecom towers, in violation of 

the Telecommunications Act, 2023 and the Rules framed there upon.

TELECOM INFRASTRUCTURE — FISCAL:

• Socialised and advocated for key takeaways from the 1st International Subsea Cable Systems 

Conference (organised by BIF on 25 March 2025) among relevant government stakeholders and 

ministries.

• Submitted a request for rationalisation of the GST rate on submarine cable repair and maintenance 

services within Indian Territorial Waters (ITW) and the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

SUBSEA CABLES:

• Submitted inputs for the formulation of the Draft Data Centre Policy 

to MeitY.

• BIF was included in the Working Group set up by MeitY to examine 

Data Centre issues, chaired by Secretary, MeitY.

DATA CENTRES:
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PM-WANI &
Public Wi-Fi06

• Submitted a policy article to DoT on strengthening the PM-WANI framework through a 

national PDOA (PM-WANI Data Office Aggregator) layer.

• Submitted a paper on the Role of Ubiquitous PM-WANI-based Public Wi-Fi for the 

Success of 6G  both to Hon'ble MoC and, separately, to Senior DoT officials.

• Sent a request to DoT for DBN support for Public Wi-Fi and PM-WANI deployment in rural India.

Internet Applications, Platform
Regulation & Content Governance07

• Raised concerns on the Draft Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 

Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2025 [a.k.a. Synthetically Generated Information Rules] and led a 

delegation of members on the same to put across the Industry viewpoint to the Secretary, MeitY.

• Provided detailed comments on the Draft Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Rules, 2025.

• Submitted comments on the Draft Amendment to the Policy Guidelines for Television Rating 

Agencies in India.

• Submitted comments on MIB's call for inputs on addressing copyright infringement and 

strengthening anti-piracy strategies.

• Made a request to the Hon'ble Minister of Electronics, IT & Biotechnology, Government of Karnataka, 

for public consultation on the proposed Bill on Hate Speech and Misinformation.

• Submitted comments on TRAI's Draft Manual for Assessment of Digital Connectivity under the 

Rating of Properties for Digital Connectivity Regulations, 2024.

• Submitted comments on the TRAI Consultation Paper on "Review of Rating of Properties for Digital 

Connectivity Regulations, 2024".

DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY RATING & BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE:
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Digital Inclusion &
Accessibility09

• Made preliminary and additional submissions on the 

Draft Rules on Accessibility Standards for the ICT 

Sector, released by the Department of 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD).

• Made comments and suggestions on MIB's 

Guidelines for accessibility of OTT platform content 

for persons with hearing and visual impairment.

• Shared BIF's views on consumer choice and sustainability in the broadcasting sector, along with its work 

on broadband via Cable TV Networks and on digital inclusion & accessibility, for the consideration of the 

Additional Secretary, MIB.

• Participated in the MIB meeting to discuss stakeholder representations on the Draft Cigarettes and Other 

Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, 

Supply and Distribution) Amendment Rules, 2024 (Draft OTT Rules under COTPA).

AI & Emerging
Technologies08

• Filed an intervention in the ongoing ANI v. OpenAI matter concerning copyright infringement arising 

from AI training, to present the state of the nascent AI industry before the Court.

• Submitted comments on the DPIIT Working Paper on Gen AI & Copyright   (Part I), to both DPIIT and 

MeitY.

• Submitted comments to Prasar Bharati in reference to stakeholder consultations on D2M Technology.

• Impleaded and saw through the Misleading Advertisements case  to its conclusion before the Hon'ble 

Supreme Court.

• Socialized the Working White Paper on Responsible AI, released on 14 May 2025.
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Data Protection
& Privacy10

• Continued advocacy work on the DPDPA Rules finalisation.

• Made submissions to MeitY against the proposed acceleration of enforcement timelines under the 

DPDP framework.

• Made submissions outlining concerns on the proposal for "always on" Location-Based Services in 

mobile devices.

Other Policy
Engagements11

• Made separate submissions on Jan Vishwas Siddhant re: Ease of Doing Business in the Telecom 

Sector.

• Submitted comments to the Ministry of Power on the National Electricity Policy, 2026.

• Provided inputs during the U.S.–India Interim ICT Working Group Meeting (23 April 2025, New 

Delhi).

• Made a proposal for DoT's consideration as part of the ITU-D Study Group-1 questions: Q1/1 

(enabling policies for universal connectivity in underserved, remote and rural areas) and Q5/1 

(consumer protection, empowerment and accessibility, especially for persons with disabilities). The 

submission may be considered for the next study cycle. 
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Ms. Mira Swaminathan, Director – Policy Advocacy & Communications at the World Summit Award 
Congress - Hyderabad.

Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General, attended a close door interaction with Prabhakar Raghavan, Chief 
Technologist of Google and Sh. S. Krishnan, Secretary MEITY hosted by USISPF.

Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Sr. DDG, participated in USIBC hosted U.S. - India ICT Interim Working 
Group Meeting.

09 APR
2025

18 APR
2025

23 APR
2025

3rd International Bharat 6G Conference 14 MAY
2025
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Timeline of Events

A
P

R
IL

Presentation on BIF's work on Digital Inclusivity and Accessibility

Chief Guest - Dr. Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani, Hon'ble Minister of State for Communications 



Annual Celebration of World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) 2025 

Mr. Atul Jain, Director – Technology & 
Standards spoke at the OFC Networks in 
India  Conference organized by Tele.Net 
& India Infrastructure. 

Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General delivered a talk on “Fibre Based Fixed Broadband for Digital 
Inclusivity” at India ISP Conclave. 

14 MAY
2025

22 MAY
2025

27 MAY
2025

Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General, spoke on the “Digital Infrastructure for Bharat: Bridging the 
Digital Divide” at the Inaugural Session of the Telecom Leadership Forum Awards 2025 organised by 
Voice & Data.

30 MAY
2025
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M
A

Y

Chief Guest - Shri Atul K. Chaudhary, Secretary, TRAI, along with Dr. Pranita Upadhyaya,
Head ITU Area Office & Innovation Centre, released “Working Paper on Responsible AI”

EVENING



Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Sr. DDG, spoke at a Roundtable on “Interconnection in India”  at ISOC’s 
Global Peering Roadshow – India Edition.06 JUNE

2025

Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Sr. DDG 
spoke at the Critical Communications 
World Summit at Brussels, Belgium.

17 JUNE
2025
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Attended Bharat 6G Alliance Review 
Meeting Chaired by the Hon’ble MoC in 
Bangalore.

10 JULY
2025

Ms. Mira Swaminathan, Director – Policy 
Advocacy & Communications conducted 
a session during Inclusive ICT workshop 
for girls with disabilities in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, organised by the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the 
Nepal Telecommunications Authority 
(NTA).

10 JULY
2025

JU
N

E

JU
LY

Theme : “Transforming India, Innovating for the World”
Chief Guest - Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia, Hon’ble Minister of Communications

Annual Celebration of World Wi-Fi Day 2025 24 JUNE
2025



3rd Broadband India Summit 202517 JULY
2025

Ms. Shubhika H. Goel, Dy. Director – Policy Advocacy & Communications, was a panellist at the DEF 
technical session on “Governing Digital Disability Inclusion” at the Gender and Inclusion Conference 
2025 in Hyderabad. 

08 AUG
2025
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1st International Critical Communications Conference22 AUG
2025

A
U

G

Dignitaries at the inaugural were Shri Vivek Banzal, Director (CFA), BSNL; Shri Sanjay Agrawal, Director, DCPW.

Chief Guest - Shri A.K. Lahoti, Chairman, TRAI 

Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General, spoke at Wavelength – Submarine Cable Forum, conducted by 
Aptelecom.16 JULY

2025



Mr. T.V. Ramachandran, President, spoke at a panel on “Connecting the unconnected” at International 
Institute of Communications India Forum in New Delhi.  

3rd Safe City and Intelligent Mobility India 2025 Conference & Exhibition 

Digital Dialogue on “Cyber Security Challenges in Telecom Sector”

27 AUG
2025

28 AUG
2025

09 SEPT
2025

Bharat Digital Infra Summit 202523 SEPT
2025
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P

T

BIF’s Rural Digital Initiative Committee’s Paper on “Broadband Internet Security”
was also released at this occasion by Shri Mehul R Joshi, DDG (SA), DoT. 

Chief Guest - Shri Sanjay Agrawal, Director, DCPW

Chief Guest -  Shri Manish Sinha, Member (Finance), DoT and
Guest of Honour - Shri A. Robert J. Ravi, Chairman & MD, BSNL

A White Paper authored by BIF’s advisor, Shri Sundeep Kathuria titled:
“Digital Infrastructure for Viksit Bharat @ 2047 - A Roadmap for Inclusive Growth” was released during the event. 

Other Leading Dignitaries: Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd.), Member NDMA Board; Dr. R.K. Upadhyaya, CEO C-DoT,
Shri Sanjay Agrawal, Director, DCPW; Shri Manish Aggarwal, Special Commissioner, Delhi Police.
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Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Sr. DDG, spoke at a Panel discussion on SatCom-Policy & Ecosystem 
Enablement at the Indian Mobile Congress. 

Mr. Atul Jain, Director – Technology & 
Standards, made a presentation on 
“Positioning India as a Global Data 
Center Powerhouse: Strategic Policy 
Initiatives” at the 8th Annual Data 
Centres in India Conference organized 
by India Infrastructure Publishing Pvt. 
Ltd.

08 OCT
2025

15 OCT
2025

Special Felicitation on 6th November 2025 for Mr. Ram Mohan, Tech Leader who was inducted in the 
Internet Hall of Fame for his efforts to bring the .IN domain registry to life and introduced .BHARAT in 
22 Indian Languages.

06 NOV
2025

O
C

T
26 SEPT

2025
Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General, made a presentation on Critical Communication during the 
technical session on “Technology for Risk Reduction – for a Safer Nation” at the NDMA 21st 
Foundation Day celebration. 



Organized a panel discussion at the Digital Citizen Summit on “Policy Pathways for Trusted and 
Responsible AI through Data Governance” held at T-Hub in Hyderabad.

India Internet Governance Forum 2025 

15 NOV
2025

27-28
NOV 2025
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N
O

V

A panel discussion along with CUTS International : “Building Trust in Synthetic Media through
Responsible Innovation & Governance” 

THEME : “Advancing Internet Governance for an Inclusive & Sustainable Viksit Bharat” 

The Panel was moderated by Ms. Sonia Jorge, Founder & Executive Director at Global Digital Inclusion Partnership, Ms. Usha Raman,
Professor from the University of Hyderabad; Mr. Prabhakar Rao, Former Professor at University of Hyderabad, and Mr. Shatakratu Sahu,

Associate Director, US India Strategic Partnership Forum. Ms. Shubhika H. Goel, from BIF was part of the panel.

11th Cloud & Data Centre India 202512 NOV
2025

A panel discussion along with The Dialogue : “Balancing AI Innovation 
and Copyright: Global Lessons for India's Digital Future”
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D
EC

FE
B

Organized a Pre-Summit Roundtable as part of the India AI Impact Summit “Empowering Through Al: 
Unlocking Accessible Innovation Through Responsible Governance."16 DEC

2025

Speakers joined from Youth4Jobs, Nobaflix, Meta, Design Beku, Association of People with Disabilities, AssisTech
Foundation, Tata Communication Services, LTI Mindtree alongside Soochnapreneurs from Digital Empowerment Foundation. 

Mr. Debashish Bhattacharya, Addl. DG, 
spoke at a Panel Discussion on “Industry 
expectations from ITU Plenipotentiary 
Conference (PP-26)” as part of the 
2-Day Workshop organized for 
Orientation of LSA officers for ITU 
PP-26. 

Bharat Private 5G Networks Summit

17 DEC
2025

06 FEB
2026

Theme: “Shaping Bharat’s Private 5G Future: Policy Frameworks, Spectrum Opportunities
& Intelligent FWA-Driven Broadband”

AI Impact Summit 2026

Panel Discussion on “The Sustainable Digital Infrastructure Accord (SDIA): Driving Sustainability of AI Infrastructure 
in the Asia-Pacific Region” in collaboration with Asia Pacific Data Centre Association (APDCA) 

16-17
FEB 2026

(a)

(b) Panel Discussion on “AI Compute beyond GPUs: Building Resilience, Innovation & Efficiency through Democratizing AI 
Resources” in collaboration with Koan Advisory Group



1st Convergent Conference on Subsea Cables and Digital Cloud Infrastructure 24 FEB
2026
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M
A

R

At TRAI’s Foundation Day Celebrations, 
Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General gave 
an address on the issue of “Network 
Slicing and Net Neutrality.”

25 FEB
2026

Mr. Atul Jain, Director – Technology & 
Standards spoke at the  18th 
Municipalika Conference 2026, on the 
theme of “Digital Governance”.

26 FEB
2026

Brig. Anil Tandan, DG, spoke at the 33rd Convergence India Expo 2026 on  a panel on “6G, AI & 
Quantum: Shaping the Intelligent Future of Connectivity”. 23 MAR

2026
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Brig. Anil Tandan, Director General, was invited as the Guest of Honour at the Mobile Ecosystem 
Forum’s Leadership Forum India 2026. He delivered the opening keynote on the theme: “India at 
Scale: The Blueprint for Global Mobile Innovation”.

24 MAR
2026
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Advocacy Through
Articles

APRIL 2025

• Industry Readiness to Harness the Power of AI: Opportunity and Challenges ASCI - ADNext Report

Apr 2025 - Mar 2026
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• Building an AI-ready Digital Infrastructure — India’s digital imperative Communications Today

• India’s odyssey to a robust personal data protection regime Voice&Data

JUNE 2025

• Mr. T.V. Ramachandran Shares His Perspective on the Role of Mobile Phones in Society and the Effects 

of Smartphone Addiction on the Populace  Interview with The Aware Consumer

• Industry Readiness to Harness the Power of AI: Opportunity and Challenges  Voice&Data

JULY 2025

• Private 5G: India doesn’t need another study to prove demand, it needs action tele.net

• Securing India’s critical communications future Communications Today

• India overthinking private 5G demand Financial Express

• New Telecom Policy lacks ambition, inclusiveness The Hindu Business Line

August 2025

• Cybersecurity Rules Important but must not overreach: A plea for proportionality and legislative

alignment Communications Today

• Fibre First: Rethinking India’s Broadband Backbone Voice&Data

• BIF President’s Interview at the First Mission Critical Communications Conference ANI News

MAY 2025

• India’s Wi-Fi Gap: The missing link to Digital India Voice&Data

• A winning formula for digital inclusion Financial Express
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https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Industry-Readiness-to-Harness-the-Power-of-Al-Opportunity-and-Challenges-ASCI-ADNext-Report.pdf
https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/building-an-ai-ready-digital-infrastructure-indias-digital-imperative/
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Indias-odyssey-to-a-robust-personal-data-protection-regime_Article-by-TVR-in-VD_April25.pdf
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Mr.-T.V.-Ramachandran-Shares-His-Perspective-on-the-Role-of-Mobile-Phones-in-Society-and-the-Effects-of-Smartphone-Addiction-Interview-with-The-Aware-Consumer_June25.pdf
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Beyond-Mobile-Fixing-Indias-Affordable-Broadband-Challenge_Article-by-TVR-in-VD_June-2025.pdf
https://tele.net.in/private-5g-india-doesnt-need-another-study-to-prove-demand-it-needs-action/
https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/securing-indias-critical-communications-future/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/india-overthinking-private-5g-demand/3923438/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/new-telecom-policy-lacks-ambition-inclusiveness/article69874888.ece
https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/cybersecurity-rules-important-but-must-not-overreach-a-plea-for-proportionality-and-legislative-alignment/
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/1-FIBRE-FIRST_RETHINKING-INDIAS-BROADBAND-BACKBONE_Article-by-TVR-in-VD_August_2025.pdf
https://aninews.in/news/business/telecom-cos-oems-must-collaborate-with-global-players-for-tech-growth-broadband-india-forum-president20250824101828/
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Indias-WiFi-gap-The-missing-link-to-digital-India_Article-by-TVR-in-VD_May25.pdf
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/a-winning-formula-for-digital-inclusion/3846350/


September 2025

• Reorient telecom licensing approach Financial Express

March 2026

• 5G’s Next Test: Turning Infrastructure into real returns Voice & Data

February 2026

• BharatNet’s backbone of fibre connectivity fully in place: PM-WANI Wi-Fi now a must to complete the

mission                          Communications Today (Co-authored with Dr. Satya N. Gupta, Professor of Practice, South

Asian University & Chairman of the BIF Rural Digital Initiatives Committee)

• Fight Against Fraud: Can SIM-binding resolve the problem?  tele.net

October 2025

• Toward a Seamless and User-Friendly Public Wi-Fi Fabric: As the UPI of Telecom

Communications Today

• When Every Second Counts, India’s Mission Network Voice&Data

November 2025

• Connectivity to Capability Building: India’s Digital Backbone for Viksit Bharat @ 2047 tele.net 

January 2026

• INDIA’S 2030 SPECTRUM PLAN BACKS 6G, STUMBLES ON WI-Fl Voice&Data

December 2025

• Li-Fi - Lighting the next frontier of wireless connectivity Communications Today

• Unshackling Satcom: The Policy Reset India Needs for Viksit Bharat Voice&Data
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https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/reorient-telecom-licensing-approach/3973622/
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/5Gs-Next-Test-Turning-Infrastructure-into-real-returns.pdf
https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/bharatnets-backbone-of-fibre-connectivity-fully-in-place-pm-wani-wi-fi-now-a-must-to-complete-the-mission/
https://tele.net.in/fight-against-fraud-can-sim-binding-resolve-the-problem/
https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/toward-a-seamless-and-user-friendly-public-wi-fi-fabric-as-the-upi-of-telecom-pm-wani-needs-a-national-face-like-npci/
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/When-Every-Second-Counts-Indias-Mission-Network_Article-by-TVR-in-VD_October_2025.pdf
https://tele.net.in/connectivity-to-capability-building-indias-digital-backbone-for-viksit-bharat-2047/
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/INDIAS-2030-SPECTRUM-PLAN-BACKS-6G-STUMBLES-ON-WI-Fl_Article-by-TVR-in-VD_January_2026.pdf
https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/li-fi-lighting-the-next-frontier-of-wireless-connectivity/
https://broadbandindiaforum.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2-Unshackling-satcom-The-policy-reset-India-needs-for-Viksit-Bharat_Article-by-TVR-in-VD_December_2025.pdf


Telecom Sector-Stats & Insights
(FY 2025-26)

2. Mobile Cellular Subscriptions: India and the world

Source: International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Measuring Digital Development: ICT DataHub – 
Mobile-cellular Subscriptions (per 100 Inhabitants), 2025.
*TRAI PIR 22 June 2026 PIB release

Source: International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Measuring Digital Development: ICT DataHub – 
Fixed Broadband Subscriptions per 100 Inhabitants, 2025. 

1. Fixed Broadband Penetration: India and the world
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3. Fixed Broadband Speed and Mobile Broadband
Speed (Median)-India vs Global

4.Proliferation of WiFI- PM Wani Scheme

Source: Ookla Speedtest Global Index, Median Country Speeds, August 2026
India’s MBB speed is comparable to and currently above the global median, while its FBB speed remains 
significantly below the global median
Note: In India there are advertised FBB plans of higher speeds but majority of customers avail 30-40 Mbps 
speed plans, and  Ookla Speedtest reflects the median value which may be the reason for low speeds being 
reflected.

Source: PM Wani Central Registry
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5. Internet penetration -Urban Rural India. Internet
Subscribers per 100 Population: Total, Urban and Rural India

6. Government AI Readiness Index 2025

Sources: DoT, Telecom at a Glance, Table 1.10 and                                                                                                              TRAI, January–March 2026 report. In March 2026, India 
had about 77 internet subscriptions per 100 people: 127 urban and 48 rural.
Note: The Urban Rural gap has increased by ~13% between 2025 and 2026.

Source: Government AI Readiness Index 2025, Oxford Insights
Methodology: The 2025 Index assesses 195 governments using 69 indicators across 14 dimensions and six 
pillars—Policy Capacity, Governance, AI Infrastructure, Public-Sector Adoption, Development and 
Diffusion, and Resilience.
Note: India rose sharply from 46th in 2024 to 27th in 2025, an improvement of 19 positions.
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https://www.dot.gov.in/static/uploads/2026/05/038a71bdf5ba23941aa784d94113ac9a.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://trai.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-06/QPIR_22062026.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://oxfordinsights.com/ai-readiness/government-ai-readiness-index-2025/


7. Data Centres: India and the World

Source: McKinsey Global Institute, Colocation Data Centers: The Infrastructure Race Behind AI, June 2026. 

India (2026): 1.575 GW operational capacity, Government of India/PIB, August 2026 
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https://www.mckinsey.com/mgi/our-research/colocation-data-centers-the-infrastructure-race-behind-ai

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?id=159969&NoteId=159969&ModuleId=3&reg=48&lang=2


Patron Members

PSU Members

Startup & Professional Members

Our Members

Academia Members

As on March 31, 2026

Corporate Members
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Rajiv Aggarwal

Vice President – BIF

Alka Selot Asthana Dr. Satya N. Gupta

Ashwani Rana Parag Kar Shivnath Thukral

Aruna Sundararajan IAS (Retd.)

Chairperson - BIF

Founder VP - BIFFounder VP - BIF Immediate Past Vice President - BIF

Vice President – BIF Treasurer - BIF

Office Bearers – As on March 31, 2026

Our Team

T.V. Ramachandran

President - BIF
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Dr. BM Baveja

Prof. Rekha Jain Ravi Kant Rajiv Khattar

KV Seshasayee Dr.Kuldip Singh Dr. Mahesh Uppal

Rajesh Mehrotra

Valsa William

JV Ramamurthy

Amrita Choudhary PK Garg Dr. Archana Goyal
Gulati

Alok Gupta

Dr. N Sarat Chandra
Babu

G.K. AgarwalProf. KK Agarwal Arun Seth CS Rao

Advisors - As on March 31, 2026

Our Team
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Shubhika H. Goel
Associate Director-
Policy Advocacy &
Communications

Anand Gupta
Director – Administration &
Govt. Affairs

Rajiv Kumar Markan
Dy. Director – Coordination

Swapnil Shukla
Dy. Director-
Finance and Administration

Mohit Kumar
Sr. Executive - 
IT & Administration

Arun Mukarji
Senior Director – Operations

Atul Jain
Director – Technology &
Standards

Ashika V
Director– Policy Advocacy &
Communications

Directorate - As on March 31, 2026

Our Team

Brig. Anil Tandan (Retd.)

Director General

Debashish Bhattacharya

Additional Director General
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Partnerships & Engagements
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REPORTS &
PUBLICATIONS



Disclaimer: BIF has used its best efforts in collecting information towards the preparation of this Report. 
The information provided herein is for internal use by intended person(s) only. BIF shall not be liable for 
the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the information provided for any incorrect 
information supplied to by this report. BIF does not assume and hereby disclaims any liabilities for any 
loss and damage caused due to any errors or omissions in preparing this Report, whether such errors or 
omissions result from negligence, accident or other causes.

BIF hereby reserves all rights herein.

If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any 
action in reliance on the contents of this report is strictly prohibited without the written permission of 
the publisher.

For any queries or request for reproduction of information, you may write to  Brig. Anil Tandan, Director 
General, Broadband India Forum at dg@broadbandindiaforum.in.
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