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BIF & APDCA Host Key Session at India AI Impact Summit 2026, Catalysing 

Sustainable AI Infrastructure Development in the Asia-Pacific region 

 

New Delhi, February 17, 2026: A landmark session on the Sustainable Digital Infrastructure 

Accord (SDIA), organised by Broadband India Forum (BIF) in collaboration with the Asia-

Pacific Data Centre Association (APDCA) concluded successfully yesterday at the India AI 

Impact Summit 2026, setting the stage for regional industry collaboration to advance 

sustainable  infrastructure development for the rapidly expanding AI ecosystem.  

 

The session brought together global industry leaders and key stakeholders, including Mr. 

Bimal Khandelwal, CEO, ST Telemedia Global Data Centres India; Mr. Alexander Smith, 

Principal, Global Infrastructure & Energy, Google; and Mr. Sukrit Anand, Vice President – 

Investments & Strategy, Digital Connexion. Chaired by Smt. Aruna Sundararajan, IAS 

(Retd.)  and Chairperson, Broadband India Forum, and moderated by Mr. David Skelton, 

Head of the APDCA Secretariat, the session underscored the growing importance of 

sustainable digital infrastructure in enabling the continued growth of artificial intelligence and 

digital economies. 

 

Highlighting the importance of regional collaboration for sustainable digital infrastructure 

development, Mr. David Skelton, Head of the APDCA Secretariat, said, “the Asia-Pacific 

region, including India, is clearly emerging as a global technology powerhouse, and the 

momentum and energy at this Summit reflect the region’s leadership in the AI ecosystem. 

Data centres are essential to enabling AI development at scale, and the SDIA demonstrates 

how the industry has made sustainability a genuine priority for the entire region. The SDIA, 

once finalised, will establish the first APAC-wide baseline of industry commitments, and 

provide a structured platform for government-industry dialogue to facilitate discussions on how 

to raise the bar on sustainability further through regional and global best practices and shared 

experience.” 

 

In her address, Smt. Aruna Sundararajan, IAS (Retd.), Former Secy (DoT & MeitY) and  

Chairperson, Broadband India Forum, emphasised the critical importance of sustainability as 

a core pillar of digital growth. She said, “As artificial intelligence becomes central to economic 

transformation, it is imperative that the infrastructure supporting this growth is sustainable and 

resilient. . This makes it imperative to anchor sustainability targets in the triad this Summit has 

articulated so well—a planet that can sustain not only our digital ambitions, but the long-term 

sustainability of the planet itself. Given how the diverse climate, economic, and grid conditions 

in the APAC region could result in regulatory and policy fragmentation, the SDIA as a regional 

accord could be valuable for the industry, policymakers, and civil society.” 

 

The session fostered a strong spirit of industry collaboration, with participants emphasising 

the importance of collective leadership and shared responsibility in advancing sustainability 

across the digital infrastructure ecosystem. Discussions highlighted the need for continued 

innovation, coordinated action, and policy support to ensure that infrastructure expansion 

keeps pace with both technological advancement and environmental priorities. 

 



 
 

About Broadband India Forum: Broadband India Forum (BIF) is an independent policy forum 

and knowledge-based think-tank that works for the development and enhancement of the 

entire broadband & broadcasting ecosystem in a holistic, technology - neutral and service 

neutral manner. BIF has established itself as a thought leader and a credible and effective 

voice, to help propel the nation to achieve the country’s ambitious vision of creating a Digital 

India. To achieve this, BIF works to promote the rapid development of policies, to facilitate 

affordable and high-speed ubiquitous broadband throughout the country. 

 


